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1 An indulgence was a payment one made in exchange for the forgiveness their sins from the Catholic Church. 



                                                           
2 Resettlement was the bureaucratic procedure of consigning groups of poor people back and forth between towns. 

See: Katz, Michael, In the Shadow of The Poor House, 21-22. 



 

                                                           
3 Multnomah County, Oregon, directly across the Columbia River from Vancouver, had established its poor farm at 

Portland ten years earlier. 
4 For comparison, the Whatcom County Poor Farm had approximately 100 residents by 1926 and was severely 

overcrowded at that time. 
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5 Peter Miller had previously been a federal marshal from Lynden, Washington. 
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6 While residents of the farm had always and would continue to work on the farm, their contributions were neither 

adequate nor reliable enough to keep the farm fully functional. 
7 This was likely due to its increasing publicity around its productivity in succeeding years. 
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8 The hospital had its first birth in May of 1929. 
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Snohomish County Poor Farm 

  

 

 

Yakima County Poor Farm 

                                                           
 

 



 

 

The Yakima County Poor Farm opened in 1910 on a 40-acre site bordered approximately by the 

present-day West Washington Avenue on the North, South 64th Avenue on the West and 

Occidental Road on the south. Designed by architect Winfield Perrin, the original building (not 

pictured above) was a three-story wood frame structure designed to house up to 40 residents. The 

surrounding farmland was initially planted with apples trees and “small fruit” and vegetables.  

Within five years, the farm, which was reportedly very orderly and well-managed, started 

producing a surplus to sell and begin offsetting its costs. However, despite increasing surpluses 

from that point forward and a long-standing belief that the farm could be self-sufficient, it does 

not appear the farm ever succeeded in doing so. The farm earned a total of $2032 from surplus 

sales in 1920 while its costs that year were significantly higher at $7165.  

The following year, 23 people lived at the farm and unlike other Poor Farms such as Whatcom 

County, which depended heavily on prison labor; the Yakima County Poor Farm produced its 

surplus through the labor of its Superintendent, a hired hand, and some of the residents. One 

resident in his late 80s named James Cogswell even worked from morning until night. Together 

they maintained the farm’s hogs, chickens, cows, and horses as well as its diverse set of crops 

including, alfalfa, onions, apples, and other tree fruits. Daily life, while not incredibly entertaining, 

was generally peaceful, centering mostly around card games, conversation, smoking, and well-

rounded meals. If ever residents grew bored with the routine, they were free to come and go into 

town as they pleased. 

Although records are scarce upon initial research, the farm appears to have grown significantly 

from the mid-1920s and into the early 1930s. New buildings were designed and constructed during 



this period. One of them (near center of the above aerial photo), whose date of construction and 

original purpose is unknown, bears a striking resemblance to the overall massing of the Whatcom 

County Poor Farm, albeit on a much smaller scale. It is unknown when the farm ceased operations, 

but at present, it functions as a minimum-security correctional facility. 
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Kitsap County 

Kitsap County has a long and varied history of practicing various methods for the management 

and care of its poor residents prior to establishing a Poor Farm. Between 1877 and 1896, they paid 

the lowest bidder (typically hotels) to provide them with room and board. From 1896 when the 

County acquired the bankrupt Sidney Hotel, the poor were boarded there until 1902 when someone 

purchased the building from the County and turned it back into a hotel. The County’s first Poor 

Farm was established in 1902, but instead of being directly owned and operated by the County, 

the County contracted with private individuals to house the poor on their farms.  

It was not until 1917 that Kitsap County assumed direct management of its poor. At this time, the 

County constructed its own poor farm facility on the land behind South Kitsap High School and 

called it Sunnyview Farm. A new building was constructed ca. 1929–30 largely by prison labor. It 

was 101 by 61 feet and contained a basement. At some point, a separate hospital building was 

constructed as well. Sometime after World War II, Kitsap County decommissioned the Poor Farm 

and transferred its remaining residents/patients to Firlands in King County. South Kitsap School 

District purchased the facility thereafter and used the hospital building for some classes for a few 

years until it was demolished in 1974 to make way for a new high school building. 

 

 



 

Clark County Poor Farm 

Established in 1873 near the 

present-day intersection of East 

25th Avenue and Northeast 78th 

Street in Vancouver’s Hazel Dell 

neighborhood, documentation of its 

activities begins in 1898 with the 

construction of a two-story Folk 

Victorian style building. At that 

time, it housed sixteen residents, 

nine of which were children, and 

had seven acres of surrounding land 

under cultivation. The building 

burned down in May 1923. A new 

building, with a capacity of 35, was 

constructed in 1926 in a “scaled-down iteration of the Italian Renaissance style,” designed by 

Portland architects DeYoung and Roald. The farm had 50 acres of land under cultivation at the 

time and included hay, grain, potatoes, a vegetable garden, cows, chickens, and hogs. Like 

Whatcom County Farm, the Clark County Farm also depended on prison labor and struggled to 

reach self-sufficiency, but reportedly came near it by 1936. In partnership with Washington State 

College (now Washington State University) State and County, officials converted the farm 

operations into the Southwestern Washington Experiment Station in 1943 to train war workers 

how to farm after World War II. The residence building continued to operate as a private nursing 

home until the Experiment Station expanded its operations in 1949. The building was nominated 

to the Clark County Heritage Register in 2013. 

 

 

 

 



Skagit County Poor Farm 

 

Established in 1907 on Calhoun Road along the Western Bank of the Skagit River, Skagit County 

Poor Farm was reportedly one of the most successful poor farms in the state having turned a profit 

by 1910. The farm was also noted for its exceptionally kind treatment of its residents compared to 

other poor farms. Designed in a restrained Colonial Revival style, the building was expanded with 

a large rectangular wing by 1918. The farm later became into a nursing home and was demolished 

in 1966. 

 



 

Architect F. Stanley Piper 
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https://cloud.sunnypup.io/s/TkTXzjkqHWje36Q
https://www.historylink.org/file/7904




 

 



http://wagenweb.org/whatcom/postcards/bnb.htm
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